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Captain S. S. Heller and the First Organized
Danish Migration to Canada
by Erik John Nielsen Lang
The first, largest, and only organized migration of Danish settlers to
Canada in the 19 th century was directed to the settlement of New
Denmark in the Canadian province of New Brunswick. The active
recruitment of Danish migrants was a shift of focus for the
provincial government, which had before relied almost exclusively
on British settlers. Established in 1872, New Denmark's location
placed it amongst the traditional ethnic groups of Victoria County:
French-Canadian, English, Scottish, and Irish. Danes would not have
chosen to migrate to the province at all had it not been for a Danish
emigration promoter whose life, motivations, and intentions have
remained understudied.
The main stimulus for the Danish migration to New Brunswick
resulted from a proposal put forth in 1871 by Captain S0ren Severin
Heller and George Stymest to the provincial government.
In Stymest' s case, after the contract was signed with the
government, he seems to have disappeared altogether. We could
surmise that he was a citizen of New Brunswick, as Stymest remains
a prominent name in the Miramichi area in eastern New Brunswick.
No further mention is made of him and no indications are given as
to his identity or motivations. Stymest's main role may have been to
give some legitimacy to Heller's venture by submitting proposals in
association with a local businessman. After signing the contract,
Captain Heller took command of the migration scheme.
Captain Heller also proves a mystery. Although he called himself
"Captain," it is unclear whether he was an actual ship's captain or a
former member of the military. According to Danish census records, 1
Heller was born in Copenhagen in 1839. His father was a cannonier
in the Danish army and the family had resided in Copenhagen since
at least the late 18 th century. The origin of the family name Heller
does not appear to be Danish but German. It could very well be that
Heller's grandfather was a member of the German privileged class
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when he migrated to Copenhagen in the late 1700s. The records do
not reveal any information regarding Heller's marital status.
In his thesis "New Denmark: An Ethnic Community in Canada,"
Roseville Burgoyne stated that Heller was the "Captain of the transAtlantic ship bringing the immigrants." 2 This seems unlikely. It
appears he was a Danish return-migrant who became interested in
immigration to Canada. In a search of the Copenhagen Police
Records, which recorded every emigrant contract after 1868, only
two migrants with the last name Heller are found. We can be fairly
sure that both entries represent Captain Heller, as the first and
second initials match his distinctive name, S0ren Severin, and in
both instances the occupation is listed as Captain. If we believe these
two entries to represent Captain Heller's movements, they indicate
that Heller traveled to North America in 1869 and again in 1874.3
The ages contain an error, as during a five-year period, he is
recorded as having aged eleven years, but such inaccuracies are
common and have not prevented the identification of other
migrants.
In both 1869 and 1874, Heller's destination was New York City.
We can hypothesize that Heller, upon arriving in New York City in
1869, began to see opportunities to make money through migration
to North America. His travels might have brought him north to
Maine, where he perhaps heard of the success of New Sweden. He
then met up with George Stymest, and the two made their proposal
to the Province in late 1871.
In their proposal, Heller and Stymest promised to deliver 500
Scandinavian settlers over a two-year period, 4 two-fifths males
eighteen-years old and above. The proposal also stipulated:
1st • Each male Immigrant over 18 years to have 100 acres of
land, with good accessible roads. A chopping of two acres to
be made on each lot of 100 acres. A suitable temporary
building or buildings to be provided for the reception of the
Immigrants a short distance of their lots. The Immigrants
shall be employed to do the aforesaid chopping. The
temporary building _to be reserved for school or other public
purposes of the settlement. On three years actual residence a
grant to issue to each male settling as above.
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2nd • That the able-bodied males over eighteen years of age
will receive employment on the Railways, or at other works,
at the rate of, or not less than one dollar per day for a period
not exceeding two years
3rd • Any grants of land which the New Brunswick Railway
Company agrees to make to labourers in the employment of
said Company, according to the terms of Communication
from the said Company to the Government, dated the 7th
December, A. D. 1871 will be guaranteed by the
Government. 5
Heller and Stymest were apparently well informed as to the
intended location of the New Brunswick Railway Company's line
along the St. John River valley, and expected the Danes to supply
some of the labor required for its completion. It is not certain
whether Heller and Stymest or the province chose the settlement
location.
Just a few months after Heller and Stymest made their proposal,
on April 11, 1872 the government passed the Free Grants Act, closely
mirroring Heller's contract and the United States Homestead Act.
The Free Grants Act guaranteed single male immigrants over
eighteen-years of age 100 acres of land and married men with at
least two children under eighteen years 200 acres. Immigrants were
responsible for improving their lands in the three-year period. They
were required to begin chopping trees, clearing the land, and
improving their land within one month of arrival. Within the first
year they were required to have a house of not less than "sixteen feet
by twenty" built and three acres under cultivation. At the end of the
three years it was required that they have at least ten acres under
cultivation. 6
As the ink was drying on the contract, Heller was off to
Copenhagen to begin his recruitment efforts. He focused on the area
he knew best, the Danish capital of Copenhagen, which because of
its location at the opening of the Baltic was the main port of
departure for Danes, Norwegians, Swedes, and Finns. Attempting a
migration as large as 500 people was a bold venture. Heller must
have believed he would be able to deliver the contracted number of
Danes. He needed help, but where did he get it?
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One possible contact might have been Henry Hertz, the Canadian
government emigrant agent sent to Scandinavia in 1872. Hertz
routinely spoke with average Scandinavians, remained in close
contact with agents from the Allan Steamship Line, advertised in the
most prominent of the Scandinavian newspapers, and distributed
New Brunswick Surveyor General Stevenson's pamphlets across
Scandinavia. 7 It is possible that Heller met with Hertz and that Hertz
recommended a meeting with Wilken Borneman, the Canadianowned Allan Shipping Line's Chief Agent in Copenhagen.
According to Palle Bo Bojesen, Heller contacted Borneman in
1872, presumably to inform him of his venture and to ask for his
assistance in rounding up migrants. 8 It is not known whether Heller
and Borneman had met previously or what may have been the
nature of their working relationship. Most likely Heller advocated
the mutually beneficial nature of his contract, offering to the Allan
Line the opportunity to transport the 500 Danish settlers in exchange
for Horneman's help through his extensive connections in
Denmark's emigration industry.
Heller's advertisement and recruitment efforts in Copenhagen
were made difficult because many Danish farm laborers, who would
have been prime emigration candidates, had already entered into
contracts for summer work and were unavailable. 9 Despite this, his
promises of land, work, wages, and one of the cheapest passage
rates to North America available drew in a number of families and
single men.10
The first group of Heller's Danish migrants left Copenhagen on
May 31, 1872. This group's exact size is in dispute, but sources place
the total between twenty-seven and thirty people, composed of
approximately six families, and seven single men. According to A
History of New Denmark, after leaving Copenhagen, the migrants
touched at Hamburg, Hull, Liverpool, and Halifax before landing in
Saint John. The migrants changed ships at different points along the
journey. The ships prior to Liverpool are unknown, but from this
city Heller and his Danes sailed aboard the steamer Caspian to
Halifax, and on to Saint John aboard the Empress. 11 The group
arrived in the capital city of Fredericton on June 17th.12
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The numerous stops and ship changes were characteristic of
migration voyages from northern Europe. Most of New Denmark's
Danes would travel to North America via such indirect routes.
According to historian Nick Evans, the location of Hull and
Liverpool as a "gateway from northern Europe," the two ports'
modern landing facilities, and the development of "highly
competitive and efficient shipping services" by British steamship
owners were key to their importance as the cornerstone of the
indirect route. 13

In this undated photograph from the 1870s, newly arrived Danish immigrants
are shown outside the temporary shelter in New Denmark built by the Province
of New Brunswick to house them until they could build their own
accommodations. (Photo PS-152, courtesy of George Taylor, Provincial Archives
of New Brunswick)

Heller, along with Benjamin Stevenson, Surveyor General of New
Brunswick, accompanied the group of Danes aboard the steamer
"City of Fredericton" up the St. John River to their destination.
According to Stevenson, when the Danes landed at the mouth of the
Salmon River they gave a cheery "hurray" as the steamer put off. 14
Next came a three-kilometer trek up a steep path to the settlement.
When he saw the unprepared state of the temporary building to
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house the emigrants, Stevenson was worried that dissatisfaction
would be expressed, writing, "It was not in the state of preparation I
had contracted for, and I felt at first uneasy." But his worries proved
unfounded as "by eight o'clock all were comfortably cared for and
went to bed contented, though tired, having had little sleep on board
the steamer the night before." 15
Prior to his arrival onsite, however, Stevenson had expressed little
concern about the facilities awaiting the immigrant party. In a letter
dated May 31, 1872, the same day that the first group of Danes left
Copenhagen, he had written to those preparing the temporary
buildings, informing them that they did not have to work too
quickly, stating, "I am in a position to say that there is not occasion
for great haste." 16 Stevenson also made apparent that finances were
tight and that he did not wish to spend an exorbitant amount on the
construction.
Heller, Stevenson, and Beckwith remained with the group for the
first few days as the Danes began to clear the land and plant
potatoes, but soon Stevenson and Beckwith returned to Fredericton,
and Heller returned to Denmark to organize another group of
migrants. According to A History of New Denmark, Heller did
personally guide another group consisting of four or five migrant
families that summer and he returned again with another in spring
1873.17 His 1873 group of around 80 Danes18 arrived too early and the
St. John River was still frozen over with ice. Under Stevenson's
orders, the party was retained in the city "until the season should be
more advanced, the snow gone, and the building [in New Denmark]
completed." Forced to remain in the city for almost a month, Heller's
Danes were housed in military barracks and the men received jobs at
the St. John Water Works. 19
In 1873 the Danes relieved the government of its employment
guarantees. Road-building and railway construction in Victoria
County had not occurred at the pace that the government had
estimated and the Danes were suffering financially from of lack of
work. The province decided to buy its way out of the problem.
Stevenson met with Heller upon his arrival in 1873 and asked him to
"bring the matter before his immigrants and urge it upon their
favourable consideration and adoption." 20 When the matter was
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concluded successfully, Stevenson noted his relief as the government
had been:
relieved of their guarantee for work for two years, they [the
Danes] accepting each 100 acres under the Free Grants Act,
1872, with $110 for house building and four acres chopping
on lots located to married persons having two or more
children; $60 for house building and two acres chopping on
lots located to married persons having less than two children,
and $40 for house building and two acres to single men. All
parties assented to this arrangement. 21
The new agreement in place, Heller returned to Denmark to continue
his recruitment efforts.
Heller fell out of grace with the Province over his failure to fulfill
his contract. New Denmark's population in 1873 was 111, not even
close to the 500 migrants contracted for. From here, Heller
essentially drops from the scene. As alluded to earlier, he traveled to
New York City a second time in 1874, perhaps to make a new start,
or perhaps to attempt another migration venture. The Copenhagen
Police Records do not note his travels between 1869 and 1874
because as a main organizer of the New Denmark settlement, he
would have been considered an emigrant agent and his journey was
not seen as emigration but as part of his contracted duties.

The Origin and Composition of Heller's Migrants
In 1868, the Copenhagen Police began to record all contracts
between migrants and agents. Emigrants were required to provide
personal information including their ages, occupations, county of
last residence, and destinations. These records provide insight into
the background of each migrant. In Kristian Hvidt's book Flight to
America, the general trends in 19 th century Danish emigration were
uncovered using these records. Using the Copenhagen Police
Records, 22 New Denmark's Danish migrants can be traced and
compared with the more general Danish trends.
The recruitment work of Heller in the first two years would be
very important to the success of his venture. His contract with the
province required him to secure farmers and farming families and at
least forty percent of his settlers were to be men eighteen-years of
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age or ,older. By the end of 1872, however, Surveyor General
Stevenson requested that Heller recruit fewer single males, who
were tending not to remain in New Denmark as settlers. Heller was
told that in 1873, he was to concentrate his efforts on securing
farming families. 23
How well did Heller do in his selections? Did he recruit the people
the province wanted? The Copenhagen Police Records were
searched to uncover information regarding Heller's migrants. It was
possible to locate forty-five people from Heller's 1872 campaign and
an additional thirty from 1873.
Captain Heller's first party left May 31, 1872 and while secondary
sources note that the group comprised between twenty-seven and
thirty people, only twenty-four were located in the Copenhagen
Police Records. If a few migrants did not list the proper destination,
they would not appear with the group and the discrepancy could
easily be explained. Given the fact that it was Heller who as the
emigrant agent reviewed each migration contract, however, this
seems unlikely. The Copenhagen Police Record data noted that the
first party consisted of ten single men over eighteen-years old and of
four families with fourteen total members. In all, there were fourteen
men both married and single over eighteen years, which translated
to sixty percent of the total. As seen in Table One below, all males
with occupations were farmers.
Table One: Composition of Heller's First Party
Family
Name
Toft
Clausen

Carlsen

Andreasen

Given Name

Occupation Age

Anders
Ellen
Lars
Sisse Marie
Ane
Ellen
Hansine
Anders
Marie
Peter
Unnamed
Wilhelm

Farmer
Wife
Farmer
Wife
Child
Child
Child
Farmer
Wife
Child
Child
Farmer

31
25
45
41

Last Resident
County
Slesvig
Praest0

10

7
9 months
37
35
6
4months
26

Praest0

Praest0
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Family
Name

Given Name

Occupation Age

Anna
Wife
21
Unnamed
Child
11 months
Winning
S.H.
Farmer
19
Smidt
Peter
Farmer
29
Larsen
Farmer
31
Jens
Frederik
Jensen
Farmer
41
Ibsen
Jergen
Farmer
22
Hummel
L.W.
Farmer
29
Hess
M. Petersen
Farmer
32
Frausing
Paul
Farmer
18
Christensen
Farmer
Jens
30
Andersen
Mads
Farmer
44
Copenhagen Police Records, www.emiarch.dk/home.php3.

Last Resident
County

Hi0rring
Copenhagen
Copenhagen
Frederiksborg
Sorn
Copenhagen
Copenhagen
Viborg
Aalborg
Ringk0bing

Heller and his second party, according to the Police Records, left
Copenhagen on November 7, 1872. This date must be an error. While
the registration date is listed as the 7th day of the 11 th month, this is
not possible as it was too late in the season. If the St. John River was
ice covered, which can occur in late November or early December,
the immigrants could not have made the long journey to New
Denmark. It is much more likely that the actual date is July 11. After
accompanying his first party, it would have been at least late June
before he could have arrived back in Denmark. His second party
was small, containing just two families with eleven total members
and two single males, for a total of thirteen people. Of this group,
four were males over eighteen-years, accounting for just over thirty
percent. More detailed information regarding this party's migrants is
listed in Table Two. Unlike the first party, where farmers dominated,
they made up only fifty percent of the occupations.
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Table Two: Composition of Heller's Second Parti;
Family Name
Nilsson

Given Name Occupation Age Last Resident County
Farmer
Sverig
41
Jens
Ingri
Wife
36
Elsa
Child
6
Lund
Farmer
43
Randers
Jorgen
Mariane
Wife
44
Marie
Child
17
Mine
Child
15
S0ren
Child
11
Carl
Child
9
Ellen
Child
8
Child
2
Johanne
Carpenter
Copenhagen
Niels
41
Jensen
Cigarrnaker 28
Christoffersen Peter
Sorn
Copenhagen Police Records, www.erniarch.dk/horne.php3.

As earlier mentioned, by late 1872 the province had decided to
focus its efforts on attracting Danish farming families instead of
single males. In late 1873, Heller presented to the New Brunswick
government a partial listing of the migrants he sent to the province
that year. Did these immigrants reflect the government's new
priorities? From this list of thirty-five names it was possible to locate
thirty in the Copenhagen Police Records. Among the group were
many single males. Of the thirty-five people, sixteen were single
males, two were single females, and the remaining seventeen were
found among five families, two headed by married women traveling
without their husbands. Table Three below provides further details.
Those married or single over eighteen years old made up fifty-five
percent of the total.
Table Three: Composition of Heller's 1873 MiKrants
Family Name Given
Name
Reinke
Frederik
Ida
Frederik
Jorgensen
Karen
Hans
Valdemar

Occupation

Age

Baker
Wife
No data
Wife
Child
Child

37
34
No data
25
3
2

56

Last
Resident
County
Copenhagen

Sorn

Child
6months
Unskilled
28
Aarhus
labourer
Mette
Wife
27
Unnamed Child
11 months
Brinkman
Kathrine
Wife
37
Copenhagen
Henrik
Child
18
Child
11
Johannes
Axel
Child
6
Amanda
Child
3
Jensen
Elen
Wife
47
Maribo
Christine
Child
14
Andersen
Lars
Farmer
28
Frederiksborg
Petersen
Rasmus
Farmer
29
Sorn
Andersen
Farmer
22
Sverig
Johan
Hansen
Peter
Farmer
27
Sorn
Willman
Peter
Farmer
28
Sorn
Larsen
Anders
Shopkeeper
25
Copenhagen
Hansen
Farmer
32
Frederiksborg
Ole
Andreasen
Frederik
Farmer
22
Randers
Hansen
S0ren
Farmer
50
Veile
Christoffersen Ludwig
Farmer
18
Praest0
Warner
Gilbert
Farmer
20
Slesvig
Larsen
Shopkeeper
Carl
19
Copenhagen
Olsen
Kristine
Servant
25
Copenhagen
Andersen
Flora
Seamstress
24
Copenhagen
Jacobsen
No data
Jens
Rasted
Harald
No data
Fullstrom
Herman
No data
Jorgensen
Niels
No data
Copenhagen Police Records, www.emiarch.dk/home.php3.
PANB, Letter Book of Benjamin Stevenson, 4 November 1872.
Christensen

Marie
Anders

Figure One below highlights the counties of origin of the seventytwo migrants noted in the Tables above. We can see that the majority
of Heller' s migrants came from counties on the island of Zealand,
producing fifty-five percent of the total. And as Heller's recruitment
focused on Copenhagen, this is no surprise. When those from nearby
Randers are added to the total, two-thirds of Heller's migrants can
be seen as coming from areas close to Copenhagen.
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Figure One: Origins of Heller's 1872 and 1873 Migrants

Hj0rring
1

Sweden
4

Aalborg
1
Viborg
1

Frederiksborg
2

Ringkebing
1

Vejle
1

Slesvig
3

Areas of high
emigration
Areas of low
emigration

Map from Family and Church History Department, Research
Outline: Denmark, (Salt Lake City: Family History Library, 2001)
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It does seem that Heller was at least providing the province with
the percentage of adult males initially requested. The other
requirement, that the Danes be farmers, was also being satisfied.
Heller was failing, however, to provide the number of settlers
contracted for. And providing the settlers was only half of the battle.
It is important to gauge what happened to his migrants once they
arrived in New Brunswick. How many of his migrants remained in
New Denmark, how many left, how long did they stay, and how
many used the passage as an opportunity to get to North America
and did not attempt settlement in New Denmark? Because of
inadequate records in New Brunswick and the highly mobile
population, it is difficult to arrive at concrete figures for each of
these questions. We know that some of the Danes remained in New
Denmark, but also that many of them left after a few days or after
QUEBEC
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Located in the northwestern part of New Brunswick, New Denmark is not far
from the border with Maine.

years of settlement. There were core groups of families that
remained, but when the 1881 census was taken, far less than half of
Heller's migrants were still there. Given the fact that some of
Heller's migrants did not appear in New Denmark's census, we have
to assume that there were some who arrived in Saint John only to
move directly to points in the United States. One such example is the
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Toft family (see Table One). From Slesvig, the Tofts were amongst
Heller's first party, but they did not settle in New Denmark but in
far away Shelby County, lowa. 24 Though the Tofts represent only
one family, there is no evidence that the other Slesvig or Swedish
immigrants ever reached New Denmark.
Did Heller Mislead his Danish Migrants?
The first few years of life in New Denmark saw a large out
migration from the settlement. In an attempt to explain this out
migration, many in government, especially the Surveyor General,
blamed Heller. They questioned his tactics in Copenhagen and the
information he gave to the prospective settlers.
Disappointment in Heller's recruitment was first stated privately
in a letter from Stevenson in November 1872. In the letter, Stevenson
stressed to Heller that he must clarify his strategy and ensure that he
explains the actual conditions in New Brunswick, as the first settlers
were not well equipped for the task because they were told
conditions were more advanced. The most dangerous assumption of
the previous settlers was that farming could begin soon after
debarkation.
Stevenson wanted Heller to ensure that migrants knew that the
chopping of trees was not the only step required before farming
could commence. 25 He reminded Heller about the wording of the
Free Grants Act, principally that the settlers were responsible for
clearing their own land and were required to build their own homes
during the summer after their arrival. These issues Stevenson
wanted explained, as the government wanted self-sufficient settlers.
He finished the letter with the request that Heller bring more
families in 1873, noting that single men did not tend to stay. Most
importantly, it appears from Stevenson's letter that Heller had
intentions of becoming a resident of New Denmark, as Stevenson
told him that as he had requested, a chopping of four acres had been
made for him beside the emigrant house. 26
According to Bojesen, the reason the first migrants were available
to depart from Denmark so late in the season as May 31, 1872 was
that they were on some type of "stand-by" list. Heller's offer of a
cheap passage, free land, and guarantees of paid work were enough
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to convince this first group to follow Heller to New Brunswick,
especially if we assume that the Danes were short on cash and
desperate to leave. 27 Questions continue to linger regarding Heller's
description of living conditions in New Brunswick. Whether it was
made evident or not that farming could not begin before thick
forests were cut, piled, and burned is unclear. There are, however,
indications that Heller did not fully inform the Danes, causing great
discouragement to some upon arrival.
Surveyor General Stevenson chastised Heller in 1873 for the
careless way he selected his migrants. Stevenson acknowledged the
hard times experienced and the large numbers who chose to leave
New Denmark. The source of these problems he blamed on the
"non-selection of Immigrants" in Denmark. In a letter to Heller he
stated, "I cannot however omit to state my conviction that the
settlers most likely to be successful are practical farmers with
families and the selection made by you was not chiefly of their
class." 28
According to Stevenson, the settlers recruited by Heller had not
been made fully aware of the agricultural opportunities and the
pioneer conditions in the settlement, meaning that only farmers and
farm laborers were required. With few exceptions, Stevenson noted,
only those who were practicing farmers in their homeland and those
with families remained long enough to become settlers. Those who
were single or did not possess the necessary agricultural skills did
not stay. Off the record, Stevenson acknowledged that over 50
percent of Heller's migrants had left for the United States. 29 In
official government documents, however, Stevenson reported a
much more muted out migration from New Denmark, most likely so
as to not embarrass the government or himself. In his 1873 report,
for example, he stated, "some of these colonists had left for the
United States, chiefly the unmarried men. 30
What Legacy did Heller leave?
It is clear that most settlers who arrived in 1872 and remained in
New Brunswick had a good opinion of Heller and his efforts. To
help him in his recruitment efforts during the next season, and
perhaps at the same time representing a show of admiration, the
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first Danes gave Heller a letter signed by the members of the
community extolling his virtues and the quality of life in
"Hellerup," the first name given to the settlement. 31 Stevenson first
suggested the new settlement's name, in part as a reference to a
town near Copenhagen but also in homage to Captain Heller. The
settlers agreed.
At some point, however, opinion of Heller must have soured
because while the settlement was called Hellerup in government
documents for the first few years after its creation, it was referred to
as "New Denmark" as early as January 1873.32 The change of name
could have resulted from a backlash against Heller. By the end of
1872 the settlers had time to assess the promises made to them and
the realities of settlement life in New Brunswick.
Heller was to be involved in organizing a second Danish
settlement, once New Denmark's settlers had been secured.
Stevenson's report for 1873 indicates that The Free Grants Act
settlement of Balmoral, close to Campbellton in northeastern New
Brunswick, was to become the second Danish settlement in the
province. In the report he noted that:
as under his contract, part of the Danish immigration was
intended for the North Shore, he was instructed that any
immigrants brought by him to the country by the middle of
September of this year must be for the settlement at Balrnoral,
in the county of Restigouche, at which place preparations
similar to those at Hellerup had been fully made for their
reception, and that after that date the contract with him
would be at an end.33
There seemed to be confusion regarding the second settlement.
The New Brunswick Reporter wrote in June 1872 that a second group
of Scandinavians were leaving for New Brunswick and noted
"Should these last arrive they will be located on the Balmoral Block,
Restigouche." 34 Despite the Government's original intentions, the
second group of Danes migrated to New Denmark and Balmoral did
not become a Danish settlement, most likely because levels of Danish
immigration to New Brunswick were not considered high enough
and New Denmark was not the early success the government had
hoped it would be.
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There are also indications that Heller's popularity began to wane
as a result of a power struggle within the community. Stevenson's
report for 1873 contains references to a "bad feeling" that had arisen
between the government appointed Commissioner for New
Denmark, Hans Peter Petersen, and Heller. According to the report,
some of New Denmark's settlers were not satisfied with Petersen's
work and might have appealed to Heller for help, resulting in an
unhappy relationship between the two most prominent men in the
settlement.35
Heller accompanied his third group of Danes to New Denmark in
early 1873. He assisted in the distribution of the lots and negotiated a
road-building contract with a Danish settler. Heller then returned to
Copenhagen to continue his duties as the settlement's emigrant
agent. This point marked the end of the working relationship that
had existed between him and the provincial government. At the end
of that summer Heller sent a number of letters to the province asking
for money owed him for his work. Despite his failure to secure
anything close to the 500 settlers named in his contract, he reminded
the government of their agreement and asked for $350.00 as his
commission for the thirty-five Danes he claimed to have sent out
that summer.36 In another letter to Stevenson, Heller gave the names
of those he had sent during the summer season and asked that
payment be sent to him. In closing his letter, Heller stated that if he
was appointed agent for 1874 he was "prepared to give satisfaction
to the government," which must be a reference to his failure thus far
to produce the contracted number of settlers.37
Stevenson's response sounded the end of Heller's association with
New Denmark. In a letter written on November 15, 1873, Heller was
informed that the government did not "wish any further effort to be
made by you in the winter next [towards increasing] Danish
Immigration." 38 He was told that he would not receive payment for
the Danish migrants who had arrived after his return to Copenhagen
in 1873. By the end of 1873, by which time Heller was contracted to
have brought 500 settlers, some 299 Danes39 had entered New
Brunswick's ports, and fewer than half can be directly attributed to
Heller. It could be that the government was already seeing the
effects of chain migration into New Denmark and felt the services of
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Heller were too expensive, considering that those who had already
settled could pull additional friends and family members to New
Denmark with no commission paid to the agent.
In a curious tum of events, Heller's name reappears in provincial
documents as late as 1876. In a breakdown of monies spent
supporting New Denmark, $330 was noted as paid to "H. H.
Heller." 40 While the initials are incorrect, this is understandable
when a careful examination is made of his signature below.

Heller's first two initials "S. S." can be mistaken for "H's." A
government clerk unaware of the Danish migration scheme could
easily have misread this. The money paid is noted merely as the
balance of the account. If the government decided finally to pay
Heller, it is still uncertain why they did so, especially when in real
terms Heller had not completed his end of the contract.
In conclusion, New Denmark essentially began with a proposal by
Captain Heller and George Stymest, two men whose motivations
and personal histories are for the most part unknown. Most
intriguing is Captain Heller, who bore the brunt of responsibility for
the organization and recruitment of the Danish migrants. Questions
linger regarding his motivations and where he ended up after 1873,
but we do have a clearer idea of his early life, his advertisement and
recruitment strategies in Copenhagen, how his migrants perceived
him, and his soured relationship with the province. What were the
Danish origins and composition of Heller's migrants? It was shown
that in 1872 and 1873 Heller recruited a large number of single
males, that his migrants were geographically from areas close to
Copenhagen, that occupationally they were overwhelmingly farmers
or farm laborers, and that the majority were over the age of eighteen.
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In late 1872, the province changed its strategy and requested that
Heller concentrate his efforts for the next year on attracting more
families and fewer single males because the single males tended to
not make permanent settlers. Heller was unable, however, to change
the demographic profile of his parties and the number of single men
immigrating continued to surpass that of families. Many members of
his parties left the settlement early on, or never proceeded there after
arriving at Saint John. Of the thirty-five migrants from Heller's 1873
list, only five left some record of their presence in the settlement.
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